**Abstract**

**Objectives:** Relapse of psychotic symptoms deteriorate the clinical course of schizophrenia. This study investigated the association between the medication adherence and rehospitalization in relapsed patients with schizophrenia who had been discharged after improving psychotic symptoms.

**Methods:** A total of 120 patients with schizophrenia who rehospitalized because of relapse of psychotic symptoms were consecutively enrolled in Seoul National Hospital between June 2015 and November 2015. We investigated the medication adherence, reason for nonadherence, medication change during the OPD follow-up.

**Results:** The clinical courses of relapsed patients fell into three distinct groups; the good adherence group (N=52, 43.3%), the poor adherence group (N=45, 37.5%), and the nonadherence group (N=23, 19.2%). In comparison, the three groups showed significant differences in the duration of illness, duration of previous hospitalizations, insurance forms and changes in medications over the past year. The good adherence group was associated with a longer duration of illness (*F*=4.496, *P=*0.013) and lower income family (*x2*=6.916, *P*=0.031). Patients in the nonadherence group associated with a shorter duration of previous hospitalization (*P=*0.023) and poor insight level (*x2*=16.8, *P*=0.005). The poor adherence group was associated with changes in medication over the past year (*x2*=7.083, *P=*0.029).

**Conclusion:** Patients with schizophrenia who rehospitalized because of relapse of psychotic symptoms classified according to medication compliance. It is necessary to develop and apply specific clinical practice guidelines for every three groups to prevent further relapse.
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